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inconsistent pretrial rulings™ where actions arose from same factual situation and shared complex
questions of fact). Accordingly, the Panel has repeatedly consolidated or coordinated actions
arising from defective motor vehicle parts, See, e.g., In re Land Rover LR3 Tire Wear Prods.
Liab. Litig., 598 F. Supp. 2d 1384, 1386 (holding that centralization under § 1407 was warranted
with respect to actions alleging that a design defect in certain of manufacturer’s vehicles resulted
in uneven and premature tire wear); In re Multi-Piece Rim Prods. Liab. Litig., 464 F., Supp. 969,
974 (J.P.M.L. 1979) (holding that centralization under § 1407 was “necessary in order o prevent
duplication of discovery and eliminate the possibility of conflicting pretrial rulings” in litigation
arising from defective truck wheel).

Coordination or consolidation is especially warranted where, as here, more than one class
action is based on the same underlying factual questions because of the danger of conflicting
class certification decisions if the class actions are not coordinated or consolidated. The panel
has “consistently held that transfer of actions under §1407 is appropriate, if not necessary, where
the possibility of inconsistent class determinations exist.” In re Sugar Indus. Antitrust Litig., 395
F. Supp. 1271, 1273 (JP.M.L. 1975); see also In re Phenylpropanolamine (PPA) Prods. Liab.
Litig., 173 F. Supp. 2d 1377, 1379 (J.P.M.L. 2001) (“Centralization under Section 1407 is
necessary in order to eliminate duplicative discovery, prevent inconsistent pretrial rulings
(especially with respect to questions of privilege issues, confidentiality issues and class -
certification), and conserve the resources of the parties, their counsel and the judiciary.”); Inre S.
Pac. Transp, Co. Employment Practices Litig., 429 F. Supp. 529, 531 (J.P.M.L. 1977)
(concluding that transfer under § 1407 was necessary due in part to the “possibility of conflicting
c¢lass determinations™). In addition, following coordination or consolidation under § 1407,

pretrial proceedings regarding the relatively small number of non-common questions of fact can
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