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In re Phenylpropanolamine (PPA) Prods. Liab. Litig., 173 F. Supp. 2d 1377, 1379-80 (J.P.M.L.
2001). Notwithstanding that a number of districts qualify as an appropriate transferee forum for
the nationwide litigation at issue here, the District of South Carolina is particularly well-suited
for coordinated or consolidated preirial proceedings given the convenience and efficiency that
would result from centralization there,

Although Defendant Toyota Motor Sales, U.8.A., Inc, is headquarte_red in Torrance,
California, Toyota Motor Engineering & Manufacturing North America, Inc. (“TEMA”), a
subsidiary of Defendant Toyota Motor Cerporation, is located in Exlanger, Kentucky. TEMA is
responsible for the engineering design, development, research and development, and
manufacture of Toyota vehicles in the United States, Canada, and Mexico. TEMA operates 14
parts and vehicles manufacturing plants across North America. Upon information and belief, a
;.:onsiderable amount of evidence and mmber of witness with on-the-ground knowledge about
the acceleration defect in the subject vehicles arc likely to be located in Kentucky.

Additionally, Toyota Motor North America, Inc. (“TMA”), Defendant Toyota Motor
Corporation’s holding company for its sales and manufacturing companies in the United States,
has offices in Washington, D.C., New York, and Miami. TMA’s functions include government
and regulatory affairs, corporate advertising, and corporate communications, TMA’s
Washington, D.C. office has the most responsibility over government and regulatory affairs and
is thus, upon information and belief, the likely location of much evidence and many witnesses
with knowledge of Defendant’s conduct regarding the acceleration defect in the subject vehicles.

Therefore, Kentucky and Washington, D.C. may likely be the two largest repositories of
witnesses and evidence in these actions, making the nearby District of South Carolina a more

convenient forum for parties and witnesses and discovery activities than the Central District of
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